THE PEOPLES OF THE ARCTIC
whole manner of living. Yet I myself remember that in
1928, when I went up to Thule from West Greenland,
the difference was evident. The men indeed had good
rifles, but the clothes were different, the hunters wearing
heavy white polar-bear trousers, and the women beauti-
ful little ones of blue and white fox.
True Arctic Culture is to be found in different degrees
extending over by far the greater part of the Eskimo
region. Its characteristic is that hunting goes on all the
year round, in winter with a dog-sledge, and in summer
with the kayak and umiak. The winter is not so dark as
greatly to hinder hunting, so that unlike the polar
Eskimos, they do not need to lay in great stores of meat
in the course of the spring hunting. This central civilisa-
tion extends from Greenland along the whole of the
North American coast, where in the summer whale-
fishing from umiaks plays, or played, an important part.
The Sub-Arctic Culture differs from the others in
having made a speciality of hunting from boats. This is
not confined to the big ocean mammals, but many dif-
ferent kinds of fish are sought. This type of civilisation
is common in places where ice seldom or never covers the
sea and fjords during winter: that is to say in South
Greenland and on the Pacific, including the Aleutian
Islands, and is further characterised by the fact that the
dog-sledge is not used.
All three have this in common, however: their existence
depends on sea-creatures. An important household article
therefore is the blubber lamp: a hollow stone, in which they
burn the blubber of these animals, and are thus enabled
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